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Postcards from Summer 
Side 
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All right, hopefully this issue will come out BEFORE the meeting 
and actually be of some use. That said, we move on. AS you will 
notice, this issue is done in “magazine format, on i1° X 17° paper. I 
know we tried this a while ago and it didn’t pan out. However, (and I 
do say this with the massive scepticism) we will hopefully’ be 
continuing in this format for a while. Now I Know that just because I 
said that, something will go wrong, but oh well. Call me pessimistic. 
Call me paranoid. ~Call me. covering my bute! No, 1 Gac not get the 
copier that I kept talking about like it was coming in the next few 
days, that would have been too good. Anything like that will have to 
wait till I either win the lotto or we get some big philanthropist 
into anime. Right now, what I have found is a place called Office 
Club. This is like a Price Club for office type stuff. They aiso have 
a business service center. And among the things they do is coping. AND 
they use real Xerox copiers. Not sh**y Sharp ones. But that is beside 
the point. For now, because they might change their prices in the next 
month, they have very cheap copies, if you do 100 or more. And as Tate 
stands, we have to increase the number of issues made per month to 
about that anyhow. The big bummer is that they do not nave color paper 
in that size. This means that I have to go to another location to get 
the cover section done. And the only place around here that has any 
amount of real selection in colors in that size is Kinko’s. And we all 
know they love to ream you! All in all, the only change should be in 
the format. It just looks a little better. And besides, other club’s 
and ’zine’s have been giving us a hard time about not changing over. 

Also, as Dan mentioned in his section, he may be moving in the 
near future. This may cause some delays and changes to the layout. But 
we will try to keep everything pretty much the same (or better!) in 
the future. Dan is also working on a new manga series that will be 
showing up in these pages in the next months. Check out the ad on the 
back. 3 

And check out the "Get Animated!!!" this month. This time we have 
Iczer 1 and 3, be Kenneth Malafy Jr. It’s really good to see more 
people starting to send stuff in. Keep it coming. Both myself and Dan 
would be more then happy to see more contributions. I won’t harp on 
the point, but you get the idea. 

So much for this section. Have f issue! ! 
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SUMMER SIDE 
APRIL SCHEDULE 


ican: 


April 21, 1991 
El Toro Public Library 


124762 Raymond Way 


12:00 Yawara ep. 8 
12:30 Ranma 1/2 Nettohen ep. 8 
700 Ranma 1/2 Nettohen ep. 9 
30 Kimagure Orange Road ep. 14 | oe 
0 Maison Ikkoku ep. 3 | 2 OR ee Serene 
30 ~—CODirty Pair ep. 14 . & Ee 
00 Kimagure Orange Road: : : 
Hurricane! Disguise Girl Akane 3 3 Saas 
30 Vampire Princess Miyu voi. 2 
00 = Lily C.A.T. 
700 Dinner Break 
00 Lupin the 3rd: Plot of the Fuma Clan 


News and Notes 


Over the past month or so 
I haye been contacted by 
severa anime groups, PA’s, 
and ’zine’s. I thought I would 
pass some of this information 
along to you. Please note 


however, ~ that I can’t 
guarantee any of the 
information as things have a 
tendency to change rather 


quickly here in anime fandom 


land. 

First off, we have APA- 
RUMI. As you can probably 
guess, it’s an APA devoted to 
Rumiko Takahashi’s works. . 


Along with other comedy anime 
and manga series. If you are 
interested in this one, 
contact: 

Aaron Reed 

23 Mystic St. 

Brockton, MA 02402- 

2825 
Next we have Magenta 

Girls’ Day. We ran an ad for 
this ’zine in an issue or two 
several months ago. I received 
a card from Eric Thornburgh in 
mid-March giving me an up-date 
of the ’zine. According to 
him, Magenta Girls’ Day #3 is 
available as of March 18. And 
it is the same price as #2. 
Eric’s address has also 
changed. So if you are 
interested in either of the 
issues (I’m not sure if #1 is 
still available) you can 
contact him at: - 

Eric Thornburgh 

1109 N.Dearborn St. 

Indpis., IN 46201 

I also received a letter 

from the Japanese Animation 
Network (JAN), along with a 
copy of their newsletter. 
Apparently they have several 
projects planned for the 
future. Including various 
"Memory Albums" on such shows 
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as Ranma 1/2, Urusei Yatsura, 


Orguss, Orange Road, Maison 
Tkkoku, and such artists as 
Miyazaki, Tezuka, Matsumoto, 


and Takahashi. Keep in mind 
that the dates for these 
projects stretch into the next 
few years, so it could be some 
time before any of this 


actually comes out. In any 
case, you can contact them 
directly at the following 
address: : 
The Japanese Animation 
Network 
c/o Roy Bruce, Chief of 
Operations 
9056 West Broad St. 
Suite #308 


Richmond, Virginia 23294 


And also, as Dan has 
mentioned in his notes, there 
1s the Rocky Mountain 
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Fanimation. See the flyer in somewhere in the area of 3000 
the back for more information. to 3500 people over a four day 
And once again, cons. | con. With that it is rather 
Project A-Kon is at 34 days. crowded in places, but for the 
and counting. Check out the | most part acceptable. The 
flyer for more information. As | planners of AnimeCon are 
Dan mentioned, we are planning projecting somewhere in the 
on having a eparty/video room area of 4000 people to attend. 
on most likeiy Saturday night. | From what I have heard, Pre 
last year we went most of the Registration has already 
night. If you are planning on passed that point. And we 
going, stop by and check out still have over four’ months 
the FUN we are having (some till the con. My point is that 
more then others). Look for it will be rather crowded. Now 
the flyers that will hopefully | those of you who have been to 
be all over the hotel, big cons before know what this 
providing of course the hotel means. Crowds, packed dealers 
staff doesn’t get aggressive rooms, standing room only at 
about it. This is a different guest speeches, and the like. 
hotel from the one they used | Not to mention those poor 
last year, so I can’t say much elevators! Now we know that 
about it. I’ve heard it is the animation companies’~ and 
going to bigger then last people in Japan already have a 
years, so we’ll see. poor image of anime fans in 
And now for something | the US and North America. It 
completely different. And I do | would be very unfortunate if 
mean that. AS many of you this event were to make them 
know, AnimeCon ’°’91 will § be feel even more so. To that 
held this year from August 30 end, everyone in attendance 
to September 2, 1991. That’s should try very much to avoid 
Labor Day weekend. It will be acting like wild animals. The 
at the Red Lion Hotel, the _ dealers room iS going to be 
same place that they hold | the most important area to be 
BayCon. I have been to this careful in. The dealers room 
hotel for BayCon several times will feature several stores 
over the past years, and so I | and companies from Japan. They 
am pretty familiar with the will most likely bring lots of 
Tayout. Now, as many of you cool stuff. If the con com 
also know, AnimeCon’ is being sets things up correctly, 
plugged by MANY anime clubs, their should be no probiem. 
fans, and ’zine’s all over the However, if the dealers room 
nation. And also all over the is not laid out in the best 
world. It seems that this is way, there should be no riots 
going to be THE con for anime to get the one Dirty Pair 
and manga and in general stuff poster that you have been 
from Japan. I have heard looking for for the past few 
reports and rumors’ from many years. The last thing we want 
different places about’ the 1s to have the guests’ from 
con. Some are a little too far Japan go home saying that all 
out, but the general status is American anime fans are wild, 
that the con will be VERY no-lifers, and that we don’t 
HEAVILY attended by fans from Know how’ to handle ourselves. 
both the US and from other I will once again step off my 
countries. BayCon averages soap box. Enjoy the issue!! 
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As dawn breaks over the city, a dull 
thumping sound awakes Matsuda from his 
less than ideal sleeping arrangements. Cold 
and disoriented, it takes him a few seconds to 
realize why and where he is. Yawara, unwilling 
to expose herselfto reporters again, has stayed 
the night. Gentleman that he is, Matsuda took 
the porch. Now he looks in his window to see 
what is going on, and is treated to a view of 
Yawara’s morning training exercises. Matsuda 
is entranced. 

Both parties are brought out of their 
thoughts by an incoming phone call. Before 
Matsuda can do anything about it, Yawara has 


answered the phone. She steps outside to tell | 


him that the callis from his boss. Matsuda tries 
to explain that he has caught a cold and that 
his sister is looking after him, but all his boss 
can do is complain about how Matsuda has 
missed the biggest story yet: Jigoro Inokuma 
is in negotiations to coach for Sayaka Honami. 
To prove the point, he tells Matsuda to see the 
statement Jigoro made on TV. They both 
watch as Jigoro’s statements from the night 
before run on. Yawara is crestfallen. 

While reporters clamor about for more 
information, all of the parties at last night's 
“summit” are having private recollections. 
Jigoro thinks of how they all squirmed. Say- 
aka’s father finally had gotten down to busi- 
ness as the dinner grew longer. When he had 
finished asking Jigoro to coach, Jigoro looked 
pensive and asked a few questions of his own. 
These, however, ended up being about wether 
or not he could take some extra food home. 

At a local dojo, Sayaka works of some 


of her frustration while a crowd of onlookers | 
praise her skill. Today however, even her ‘yes- 


men’ cannot please her. She still is fuming at 
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@ rude Genial that had came trom Jigoro the 
night before. He had even belittled her talents. 
Even these thoughts intensify her rampage, 
and by the time she is done, not a single 
sparring partner is left standing. 

Kazamatsuri stands by watching and 
also thinks back to last night. As Jigoro was 


| being driven away, Kazamatsuni felt as if his 


one chance to get this master’s autograph was 
slipping away. Sneaking off, he cut through 
the bushes and managed to stop the car 
before it had left the grounds. Humbly, he had 


asked for Jigoro to sign the book Jigoro had 


written on judo. Jigoro was more than happy to 
oblige; not only on the book, but also on 
Kazamatsuri’s expensive sports coat. Book in 
hand, Kazamatsuri covets his prize posses- 
sion. Covets, that is, until Sayaka comes his 
way. Quickly the book is hidden while Sayaka 
remains at a low boil. 

Matsuda tries to do his best to cheer 
Yawara up by taking her to an amusement 
park for the day. It seems to be working for 
Yawara, whois enjoying all of the rides, but not 
for Matsuda, who ends up passing out after 
one too many rollercoasters. As he comes to, 
Yawara overhears a grandfather an grand- 
child walk by and is reminded of her problems. 

A little later, Matsuda buys them both 
dinner. While he is picking up the food, two 
men come up and ask her if she is Yawara 
from the newspapers. She denies this, but the 
men persist, even to the point of physical 
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harassment. Just before Yawara is about to 
take things into her own hands, Matsuda ar- 
rives back and tells them to stop, ‘force-feed- 
ing’ them each a hamburger. Matsuda and 
Yawara then run off into another section of the 
park. Rather than be grateful for the help, 
Yawara gets in an argument with Matsuda and 
begins to leave. Suddenly, a little kid with an 
ice cream cone trips and Yawara uses some of 
her skill to keep the kid from getting hurt of 
losing his treat. 

The tension broken, Matsuda and 
Yawara talk again. Matsuda has a plan to 
solve Yawara’s problem, but it hurts him even 
to suggest it. Still, he does. He tells Yawara 
that if she really wants to stop all of the atten- 
tion paid to her, she should fight a well publi- 
cized match and lose. He even offers to help. 
The idea shocks Yawara. 

After nighttime has fallen, Matsuda fi- 


nally arrives at work. His boss is full of insults | 


and threats, saying that a date is no reason to 
skip work. None of this phases Matsuda, who 
calmly walks up to the desk and announces 
that he has information on Yawara’s debut 
match. i will happen at 12 noon on April 12th 
at the Saikai University judo-jo against the 72 
kg. class Japanese champion, Todo Yuki. 
This information mystifies his co-workers and 
sends his boss into tears of joy. Their cheers 
of victory ring the halls, but deep down, Matsuda 
still cannot accept what he is doing. 

As Yawara finally arrives home, the 
reporters crowd her once again. After getting 
the crowd quieted down, Yawara tells them 
that she has no statements to make, but that 
they can find out all they need to know tomor- 
row in the “Nikkan Everyday Sports” newspa- 
per. Knowing they’ve been scooped, the re- 
porters dash off to get anything else they can 
on the story from other sources. 

Yawara comes into her home and Jig- 


oro is waiting for her. She tells him she has | 


been staying with her friends, but he doesn’t 
believe her until she brings him food. Then he 
becomes a bit more receptive. As a passing 
comment, she mentions her debut match. 
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After taking a second for it to set in, Jigoro 
makes a mad dash to Yawara’s room and 
busts in on the undressing Yawara. 

Jigoro vents his anger at Yawara, tell- 


| ing her she has entered an insignificant match 


and is messing up all of his well laid plans. 
Yawara counters with the information she has 
heard on his ‘negotiations’ with Sayaka. Jigoro 
tells her that he has no plans to coach Sayaka, 
because he doesn'tlike to teach judo to people 
who are no good. This seems to please Ya- 
wara, but Jigoro is still miffed. Things are back 
to abnormal at the Inokuma home. 

The next morning, Jigoro is up early, 
and wondering why Yawara is not already 
training. She makes him breakfast, which 
seems to derail whatever he had had in mind. 
Although determined, Jigoro’s efforts are 
making Yawara feel a bit guilty about the lie 
she is about to commit. 


Only 858 days until the Barcelona Olympics. 
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Based on Ranma 1/2 Manga volume 3, chapters 8-9 
Air date: December 15, 1989 

This episode begins with Ranma-kun 
and Mikado squared off for a fight at a local 
skating rink. Ranma is enraged because Mi- 
kado had just kissed his female half. Acting 
completely on emotion. Ranma-kun charges 
Mikado, who simply steps aside when the time 
is right. Thinking that things are over, Mikado 
is surprised at Ranma’s quick recovery. An- 
other lunge sets Ranma sliding again (this 


time on his face), but he is soon up and ready | 


to fight again. 

Realizing that things may get serious, 
Mikado pulls out all of the stops, executing his 
“Shiryono Bonodori” technique. Ranma jumps 
into the fray, but has a hard time protecting 


himself. After taking 518 punches, Ranma | 


makes one good contact before being flung 
from the conflagration. Mikado comes to a hait 
and remains still. Seeing that he has taken all 
he can, Akane grabs Ranma and reminds 
Azusa of their match. Mikado remains still as 
Ranma’s one punch shows it's effectiveness. 
Taking advantage of the situation, Azusa 


others join in as well. 


At home Akane and Ranma-kun argue | 
over the day’s events. It almost gets out that | 


Ranma had been kissed, but Akane manages 
to blunt the subject. Ryoga comes in, though, 


and sets Nabiki and Kasumi on their ears ashe | 


tells them that Ranma was kissed by a guy. 


Ranmaleaves to sulk at the dojo. Akane | 


follows laterto continue to bandage and comfort 
him. When the topic of conversation falls to the 
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kiss, Akane teils him that itwas Ranma-chan’s 
fault for getting kissed. Ranma goes about to 
prove how wrong Akane is by scooping her up 
in his arms and looking like he is going to kiss 
her. Then he realizes what he is doing and 
backs off quickly. Akane surprizes Ranma by 


| saying it is OK, and practically daring him to 


kiss her. At first strengthened by the chal- 
lenge, Ranma’s conscience eventually gets 
the best of him, and cannot finish the act. 
Nabiki’s exasperated cries and Panda- 
Genma’s camcorder finally put an end to any 
intimacy there had been. 

Later that night, a much more ‘colorful’ 
Mikado has finally come to at the skating rink. 
Mikado swears that vengeance will be his. 

Meanwhile, Azusa is at home saying 
goodnight to all of her beloved “cute” posses- 
sions, telling them they will have a new friend 
tomorrow: Charlotte. She goes down the line. 
..and back up the line to wish them all a good 
morning as the sun rises, including her butler, 


| Robspierre. 


At Azusa & Mikado’s school, prepara- 


| tions are almost complete for the upcoming 


match. Ryoga arrives with the intention of 


: a | pairing up with Akane, but Ranma-kun throws 
engages in a little graffiti It isn't long before 


cold water on that idea. Ranma-kun leaves, 
telling P-chan just to watch the match. 

In the dressing room, Mikado tries on 
some make up but cannot be satisfied with the 
look. Ranma arrives, and a verbal sparring 
match begins. Mikado makes a challenge. By 
the end of the match, he will have kissed 
Akane. Ranma-kun tells him not to count on it. 

The match is now ready to begin. 
Cheering sections for Mikado (a herd of giddy 
girls) and Azusa (pink clad boys carrying the 
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sign ‘Lovely Azusa’) are in place and the 
announcer is about to call in the pairs (notice 
the Ataru Moroboshi look-alike just to the left of 
the announcer). Mikado and Azusa make a 
wonderful, weil planned entrance to the ador- 
ing crowd. Ranma, thinking he can do just as 
weil, hoists up Akane and starts off. This lasts 
for a couple of seconds, as Ranma slips an 
slides on his face while acting more like an 
easy chair for Akane. Azusa thinks this is a 
scream. 

The time for action comes. Ranma has 
apparently learned some skating, as he is 
much better than just a week ago. Akane tries 
to launch him into a flying kick, but Mikado gets 
between the two and almost kisses Akane, 


much to the distress of all of his female fans. 
Ranma, however, manages to stop Mikado 
before Azusa knees him in the face. Akane 
takes the opportunity to knee Mikado in the 
groin, but he recovers spiendidly. Akane and 
Ranma regroup for another move, and Ranma 
surprizes everyone by tossing Akane in the air 
and landing apunch on Mikado. Moving ahead, 
Ranma catches Akane, ends up scaling the 
fence at the end of the rink, and executing a 
triple flip to land safely. The crowd, not to 
mention Ranma and Akane, can't believe they 
did it. 

On the other side of the rink, Mikado is 
hurting and Azusa is showing him no mercy 
(she is punching around asking, “Koko itaii?” 
<lit.: Does it hurt here?>). After getting Azusa 
to stop, Mikado squares off again. Ranma 
knows Mikado’s intentions now, and tells him 
and anyone else who can hear them, “Akane 
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is my fiancé. Touch her, and I'll kill you!” 
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Based on Ranma 
thru volume 4, chapter 4 
Air date: December 22, 1989 
Ranma-kun has just told Mikado that 
Akane is his fiancé. Mikado call this interest- 
ing, and tells them that he will break them up. 
Nobody, he claims, has ever survived their 
“Separation Merry-Go-Round” technique. 
The battle begins anew, and the first 
moves leave Azusa in Ranma-kun’s arms and 
Akane alone. She starts to head toward them 
when Azusa slides under Ranma’s legs and 
knock him down. Akane saves him from falling 
on his face, but at the cost of being subject to 
the “Separation Merry-Go-Round’. Mikado 
picks them up and begins spinning them at 
high speed. 
Akane tries to free herself, but Ranma, 


| perhaps to prove a point, won't let go. Their 


bickering continues, and eventually Azusa, 
being the middle link, can’t hold out any longer 
and lets both Ranma and Akane go. A shift in 
weight lands Ranma straight into a brick wail, 
where he appears unconscious. 

Thinking Ranmais seriously hurt, Akane 
is brought to tears, repeatedly calling him an 
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idiot. This brings Ranma around, and he asks | 


just who the idiot is. A little more relieved, 
Akane tells Ranma to do his best. Ranma gets 
up, andit is apparent that not allis well. Akane 
asks if he is all right, and Ranma insists that 
there is no problem. Once again Ranma and 
Mikado square off. 

Distractions stall the match, however. 
Mikado is about to strike when Azusatrips him. 
She is concerned because ‘Charlotte’ is miss- 
ing (he broke his chain at the sight of Ranma 


hitting the wall). Akane similarly stalls Ranma | 


by simply touching him. The pain is enough to 
make him fall. Akane is concerned and begs 
Ranma-kun not to continue. There is no time, 
however, to think of an answer, as cold water 
comes splashing down, followed by a tarp. 
Ryoga makes efforts to pair up with Akane, but 
when ail of the dust clears, it is Ryoga and 
Ranma-chan that are on the rink. 

Azusa continues to pelt Mikado be- 
cause of Chariotte’s disappearance, while 
Ranma-chan and Ryoga argue. Mikado is 
pleased to see Ranma-chan, but Ranma is 
quick to bring reality to his delusions. 

The crowd is finally catching up to the 


action on the rink, and is outraged at the dress | 


of the new Furikan High School pair. They 


insist that Ranma-chan be in a leotard, and so | 


several of the girls get some appropriate clothes 
for both Ranma-chan and Ryoga. 


While this has been going on, Mikado 


has been making advances on Akane. When 
he kisses her hand, she gets all weak-kneed, 
but Ryoga puts an end to their privacy by 
throwing Ranma-chan at them. Mikado mis- 
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| reads this as interest from Ranma-cnan, andis 
| swiftly put back in reality. Ryoga makes one 


more attempt to pair with Akane, but Ranma- 
chan grabs him and tells him to get going. 
However, Ryoga has not learned much about 
skating and trips both of them up within sec- 
onds. This sets up the “Separation Merry-Go- 
Round’ again, but this time, Ryoga punches 
Ranma off of the chain. Mikado releases the 


| restto save Ranma-chan, and Ryoga crashes 


to the ice. 

Azusa is about to administer some of 
her ‘therapy’ to Ryoga when she notices the 
collar on his neck. She insists he must be 
Charlotte, because the pendant was one of a 
kind. Ryoga vehemently denies this: 


Ryoga: | am not Charlotte. My name is. . . 
Ranma-chan: P-chan. 

Ryoga: That’s right. (to Ranma-chan) WHOIS 
P-CHAN? 

Ranma: Oh, weil then it must beChariotte. . . 


Ranma and Ryoga begin to fight, but Mikado 
has had enough and takes out his frustrations 
on Ryoga. He comes around for a second 
attack, but is tripped by Azusa. She tells Mi- 
kado he is hurting Charlotte before taking a 
mallet to his head. The concussion ends the 
match, makes Ranma and Ryoga winners, 


|and cracks the ice, creating pools of cold 


water. Ranma asks, “What are you going to 


| do, Ryoga? I’m already a girl...” 


The match over, Azusa follows Mikado 
and falls in love with the blanket placed over 


| him. When he will not give it up, she drops a 


large chunk of ice on him, grabs the blanket, 
and runs away, leaving the medics to contem- 
i 
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plate what new injuries Mikado may have just 


sustained. 

Still on the rink, Ranma-chan, Ryoga, 
and Akane see the compressor give way and 
shoot huge ice plumes through the ceiling. 
Ranma-chan and Ryoga ride one out of the 


building and continue their fight. They go, with | 


skates on mind you, down a steel handrail, 


across cement, and over an 8 foot fence | 


before their fighting leads to the high diving 
board of a pool. Akane has followed, and when 
she catches up, she begs them both to stop. 
They don’t. The shock of Ranma-chan’s last 
blow nearly spills Akane into the pool below. 
She tries to get back on the board, but her 
skates get in the way and she falls into the 
pool. Perhaps weighted down by her skates, 
Akane flounders and begins to drown. 

Seeing this, both Ranma-chan and 
Ryoga dive off the other board to save Akane. 
On the way down, Ranma-chan asks Ryoga if 
diving in was agoodidea. Too late to stop, they 
both hit the water. Akane’s friends arrive just 
as the two hit the water. 

Unable to find Charlotte, Azusa wan- 
ders around her school grounds and stumbles 
across something even cuter: a panda. 

When Akane finally comes to, Ranma- 
chan, P-chan, and her friends are there to 
greet her. Ranma-chan tells her that Ryoga 
had to leave, and P-chan tried to help her get 
out of the pool. Then they all decide to return 
home. 


That night, Azusa is once again saying 
good night to all of her possessions; even her 
new one... .”Oscar”. 
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isode 14: 
Premonition Dream! Madoka and 
Kyosuke’s mistaken Catastrophe. 


Kyosuke’s sleep is once again troubled 
by nightmares. Madoka is leaving him be- 


| cause he is not strong enough for her, and as 


she walks away, all he can do is trip over his 
own clothing. When he awakes, he is at first 
relieved thatitis only adream, butthen worries | 
that he may be having another premonition. 
The next day, Kyosuke is out running to 
get in better shape. He runs into his two sisters 
outside of a local gym. Their overly enthusias- 
tic grins are in anticipation of what they are 
about to see - a famous lady pro wrestler is 
giving demonstrations and perhaps screening 
new talent. Following the girls’ lead, Kyo- 
suke’s first sight is of Madoka teaming with the 
pro and kicking some tail. To say the least, 


| Kyosuke is deflated at the sight. 


As they pass through the room of 
muscle-bound women, we see that Hikaru is 
there too, acting as Madoka’s coach (read: 
cheerleader). Hikaru sees Kyosuke and is on 
him immediately. Her squeal attracts Madoka’s 
attention as well, and Madoka’s inattention is 
rewarded with painful throw to the mat. An 
embarrassed Kyosuke nervously waves hello. 

With the match over, Kyosuke comes 
up to talk. Another woman comes over to 
compliment Madoka on her skill and on her 
“cute boyfriend”. She gives Kyosuke a tap on 
the shoulder that twists him all around. Hikaru 
does the double embarrassment of telling the 
woman not to pick on Kyosuke. Everyone has 
a good laugh except Kyosuke, who is now 
steaming. 

Kyosuke thinks back to when his sis- 
ters first got the idea to go to the gymin the first 
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place. He had tried to talk his dad out of giving 
the girls permission to go, but Kurumi had 
really laid it on thick, and finally dad gave in. To 
placate Kyosuke, he had made one condition: 
they must not use their powers at all. 

It finally looks as if Madoka and Kyo- 
suke will get a moment alone, but then Hikaru 
arrives and spoils it all. Still, as Madoka re- 
treats, she can’t seem to get mad at him. 
Perhaps forgetting what the first tap had done, 


Madoka’s friend once again punctuates her | 


speech with action and sends Kyosuke flying. 
He ends up stepping into a bucket, and his 
efforts to get out of that land the bucket on his 
head. Although only his pride is hurt, Kyosuke 
can’t help but think back to his dream and 
wonder. 

The next day at school, Kyosuke goes 
one step further and decides to peek in on 
Yusaku’s karate training. Yusaku is doing weil, 
managing to put out a flame with a solitary 
punch at twenty paces, but Kyosuke’s imita- 
tions land him on the ground in front of a whole 
bunch of girls. Thinking he has got it wrong, 
Kyosuke looks in for another peek an ends up 
facing an angry Yusaku. Yusaku hauls him 
into the dojo, and asks him why he had been 


watching. Kyosuke tells him he would like to | 


learn karate. Yusaku doesn’t believe him fora 
second, but doesn’t get a chance to second 
guess him. Hikaru has arrived, and more or 
less makes sure that Yusaku will be able to 
teach her ‘darling’. 

At the Abacab, Master is preparing to 
celebrate the “Festival of the Weavers”. Part of 
the celebration includes atree on which every- 
one hangs their wishes. Kurumi and Manami 
are taking their turn, hoping to be successful 
as wrestlers, which Komatsu and Hatta thinkis 
great. 

Back at the school, Kyosuke is pro- 
gressing, slowly, at his lessons in Karate. 
Yusaku is proving to be a tough teacher, 
startling even a few of his superiors at the dojo. 
However, Hikaru is still around to make sure 
Yusaku doesn’t get too tough. After going 
through a kata, Kyosuke tries a flying kick and 
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lands flat on his ass. Hikaru is quick make sure 
he is all right, and a passing Madoka gets a 
chuckle out of it <il but Kyosuke is not in a 
laughing mood, arid shoots Madoka a deadly 
look. He throws Hikaru aside and implores 
Yusaku to take him through the moves once 
again. 

Later, while working at the Abacab, 
Madoka talks about Kyosuke’s recent behav- 
ior with Master. She finds it puzzling. Master 
explains, though, that sometimes when a boy 
finds someone he cares for, he will make extra 
efforts to make sure he can protect her and 
impress her. Thinking back to the incident at 
the gym, Madoka now sees why Kyosuke is 
acting like he is, and thinks that it’s neat. 

Not much later, Yusaku comes running 
into the Abacab with news for Madoka that 
something terrible has happened. As he bikes 
Madoka to the hospital, he explains that Kyo- 
suke had accepted the challenge of one of the 
best karate men at the dojo. All efforts by 
Yusaku to stay the match had been ignored, 
and Kyosuke had gotten beaten badly. 

A tear stricken Hikaru runs to Madoka 
as she enters the room. She saw it all and is 
very upset. Madoka does her best to calm her 
down by telling her to go and wash up from all 
of her crying. Yusaku goes along with her. 


| Alone in the room with Kyosuke, Madoka 


Starts to feel a great deal of guilt. If she hadn't 
treated his efforts so lightly, this might not have 
happened. Kyosuke’s dialogue in slumber 
doesn’t help her either. Unsure of what to do, 
Madoka leans over the sleeping Kyosuke and 
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prepares to kiss him. . . until ne wakes up. 
There is a very uneasy moment before Hikaru 
arrives back, happy to see her ‘senpai’ up, and 


everyone goes back to the status quo. Kyo- | 


suke, however, knows what he saw (as weil as 


what he sees - a furious blush on Madoka’s | 


face) and feels better, at least on the inside. 

Takashi (Kasuga) finally decides to go 
down to the gym and see just how his daughter 
are doing, and is alarmed the second he walks 
in. Seemingly floating are two, 200+ pound 
lady wrestlers while timid Kurumi and Manami 
stand only nearby. He calls out to the girls, who 
drop everything (literally) and act properly 
chaste. This is much to his chagrin, as the lady 
wrestlers seemed to like it, and everyone else 
thought they were acting. 


That night, there is the celebration for | 


the “Festival of the Weavers’. Master is giving 


a big dinner for the whole gang, and everyone | 


is having a good time. After the meal they are 
treated to entertainment (?) as Hikaru sings for 
them. Kyosuke has stepped out on the porch 
for some fresh air, and ponders that his dream 
has proven false again. Madoka joins him a 
little later. She finally hangs her wish on the 
tree, and does her best to keep Kyosuke from 
seeing it - it might not come true... 


Se 
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Based on Maison Ikkoku manga, Volume 1, Part 4 
Air date: April 9, 1986 
Nowhere is the anxiety surrounding the 


| upcoming University entrance exams evident 


than in a nearby bookstore. As Kyoko walks 
through it and makes her purchases, she is 
reminded that the time is coming near for 
Godai to try once again to pass and get ac- 
cepted. She wonders aloud about this to Soi- 
chiro while walking home. Unknowingly, she 
passes a coffee shop where Godai, his friend 
Sakamoto, and a couple of other classmates 
discuss the upcoming exams. 

Later inthe day; Kyoko is busy cleaning 
the upstairs floor when Akemi comes dashing 
out of the bathroom in her usual attire (practi- 
cally nothing), complaining about how cold it 
is. Kyoko is obviously not used to the sight yet, 
and decides to try and put an end to it. Just as 
she begins to knock on Akemi’s door, Godai 
arrives home. Hoping to preserve some of 


| Godai’s purity (7?) Kyoko now bars Akemi’s 


door and asks Godai to hurry into his room. 
Akemi, who had been slow to answer Kyoko 
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before, now wants out in the worst way, and eventually 
manages to do so. She again complains about the cold, 
then asks Godai what he is looking at. in telling him off 
she more oriess flashes him, and then laughs the whole 
thing off. 

With one battle lost, Kyoko addresses another 
topic with Akemi. Godai’s tests for University entrance 
are coming up, and she wants her andthe other tenants 
to leave him alone so he may study. Akemi yawns, 
scratches, and realizes that Godai is still looking at her. 
A shoe in the face solves that situation. 

Kyoko tries again to get Godai some peace by 
talking to Yotsuya as well. He doesn't answer his door, 
however, because he has taken the short cut to Godai’s 
room to give him the usual harassment. Kyoko hears 
Godai's cries of frustration and comes into his room, 
evicting Yotsuya through his ‘secret’ passage. 

Godai once again settles down to study, but 
this time Kentaro provides the disturbance by skate- 
boarding up and down the hallway. After being run over, 
Godai grabs the skateboard and pops Kentaro. Kentaro 
mentions the word “suberu” (lit.: to fail, to flunk), and 
elicits an even stronger response from Godai. Kentaro 
leaves crying, and Godai feels good about it. 

Kentaro runs down to his room to cry to his 
mother, but she is much more interested in the soap 
opera on TV. He goes outside to talk to Soichiro, but the 
dog is asleep and uninterested. With no one else 
available to complain to, Kentaro starts screaming at 
the top of his lungs, causing Godai to be disturbed and 
Kyoko to come outside and calm him down. As Godai 
finally begins to make some progress, he notes that it 
has begun to rain. 

A little later, aknock comes on Godai’s door. He 
charges it, hoping to deal with the problem, but instead 
finds no one there. When he turns around, however, 


Akemi and Yotsuya are waiting for him, haventakenthe | 
‘back door’. Bringing up the rear (sake bottle in hand) is | 
Ichinose; they have come to help Godai study. He | 


protests this, but they don't listen. Kentaro asks his 
mom about Godai’s upcoming test, but she says that 
studying will do no good as Godai is bounc ‘s fail 
anyway. When things begin to look hopeless, ~yoko 
comes in and ushers the threesome out. 
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Uuiside his room, Kyoko tries to quietiy remino 
them that if his study time is inferior, he will fail and be 
a ‘ronin’ (slang term for someone who has failed to get 
into college) once again, but the three make her repeat 
herself loud enough so that Godai overhears and is 
discouraged. Seconds later, Godai emerges and tells 
everyone that he is going out to a friends house to study. 


| Godai looks defiant as he leaves, until Yotsuya men- 


tions the word ‘failure’ and Godai falls down the stairs. 
At the bottom of the steps the gang tries to ‘console’ him 
(“if you fail, there’s always next year. . .”), but Kyoko 
asks him to stay and the others to leave him alone. He 
— to stay and asks Kyoko to wish him luck. She 

Just as Godai gets settled in again, the lights go 
out. Unable to study in the dark, Godai offers to heip 
Kyoko fix the problem. They go up to the attic, and find 
that the fuse box is OK. Apparently the power outage is 
not limited to just the Ikkoku-kan. Since this is her first 


| time inthe attic, Kyoko decides to explore. There are no 


tenants in the attic now, but there had been in the past. 
Left behind are some possessions and a diary that date 
back to Worid War Il. Near it they find an inscription on 


| the wall. “Farewell youth in Ikkoku-kan. March 13, 1941. 


We'll meet again someday.” Kyoko leafs through the 
diary and finds a picture. She and Godai talk about this 
couple, and then about Godai’s tests. Godai, who has 
already tried several times to hug her, takes the oppor- 
tunity to thank Kyoko for her help. Possibly understand- 
ing his intentions, Kyoko starts to back away from this 
intimacy and ends up tripping on a nearby railing. Kyoko 
is out cold, and Godai makes several attempts to revive 
her. Unable to do so, he leans over for a kiss when 
Akemi and Yotsuya arrive. Kyoko comes to and, seeing 
her position, deals with Godai before begging forgive- 
ness from Soichiro for being unfaithful. Akemi gets 
everyone’s attention as she finds a dead mouse, and 
then the power comes back on. 

For the first time in anyone’s memory, the clock 
above the Ikkoku-kan begins to chime. 

The next morning, everyone looks as if it has 
been a long night, even Kyoko. Off to another day of 
studying, Godai takes his first step and falls, sliding 
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In his secret enclave, vauit breaker Phil 
has just received information on his latest job. 
lt seems that President Gilder is in need of his 
rather unique skills. 

At home, Kei is moping around watch- 
ing the soaps. This seems to be pacifying her 
until election messages start invading her pri- 
vacy. First they can be heard through the 
window from megaphones outside, but soon 
enough they wind up interrupting Kei’s show - 
and every other show on TV (note the other 
shows in the background: Godzilla, Crusher 
Joe). To add to this frustration, Gilder’s cam- 
paign is doing it’s best to put a bad face on the 
WWWA. Exasperated, Kei decides to go back 
to sleep. 

It’s not long before Yuri comes charg- 
ing in with some news that is intended to keep 
Kei awake for good. 


As Kei stirs, Phil is across town in the | 


parking structure of the WWWA building. Dis- 
guised as a woman, he propositions a male 
guard, and when sufficiently alone, proceeds 
to stab him and dispose of the body. 

Kei and Yuri are now headed to the 
WWWA building to have some words with 
Director Goulet. Apparently Kei is being billed 
for over expenditures on the job (again), and it 
is not making her happy. As they drive, more 
political messages for President Gilder can be 
overheard. 

Disguised now as a guard, Phil has 
made his way further into the WWWA security 
system. Although slowed down by aconversa- 
tion with another employee, things are pro- 
ceeding according to his plans. 
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ei and Yun have finally arrived at the 
WWWA building, and are greeted with a body 
check. While checking them over, one of the 
guards nearly slips and calls them “Dirty Pair’, 
but manages to recover and explain that secu- 
rity has needed to be tightened around the 
“Pandora” vault as the election nears. There 
are some records there that some people 
would rather not have seen. 

Working his way further down, Phil waits 
outside the ladies dressing room. He waits for 
a guard assigned to the “Pandora” vault to 
enter, and then he sneaks inside to take on his 
next identity change. 

At Goulet’s office, Kei finds out that she 
is 5,000 credits in the red due to her own 
mistakes. It doesn’t make her happy, but she 
is quick to offer to work her way out of the 
situation. As yet, though, Goulet has no work 
for the pair. 

Meanwhile, auto security has foundthe 


| body of Phil’s first victim. Fearing that some- 


one is getting close to the “Pandora” vault, 
Goulet decides that some “Trouble Consult- 
ants” should be involved as well. Kei offers to 
go immediately, but Goulet insists that the 
computer must be the one to decide. Kei and 
Yuri are assigned anyway. 

At Gilder’s main office, one of his aides 
seems worried about the election and their 
stance. Gilder dismisses both the man and his 
wormes. 

Back at work, Kei and Yuri discuss the 
case and hope that it will get them out of debt. 
When they get to the head of vault security, 
they are shocked to find WWWA’s top scientist 
(from episode 12) involved as well. Kei de- 
cides that patrolling the vault might be a safer 
idea, and beats a hasty retreai. With Kei gone, 
Yuri busies herself by listening to the scientist 
give all of the details of the vault’s design, 
including one peculiar detail: only women are 
aloud inside the vault itself. 

On her way down to the vault entrance 
level, Kei runs into Chan, acook forthe WWWA 
(see also ep. 12) who apparently has eyes for 
her. {Shampoo fans: note the greeting Kei 
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gives him.} Kel, of course, iS working, and so does her 
best to ditch him, entering the ladies’ dressing room. 
Chan still follows, but soon feels the wrath of all the 
partially clad women around him. Crashing into a set of 
lockers, Chan makes an important and accidental dis- 
covery: Phil’s second victim, a member ofthe “Pandora” 
vault work team. Suddenly, Kei knows what’s up. 

In the vauit, Phil has found the evidence he 
needs to steal, although he is almost caught by a 
security robot in the act. When the robot has left, Phil 
completes his job by planting a bomb on the wail. 

When the security system finally gets an in- 
truder warning, it ends up being Kei, who is headed into 


check the vauit staff for an impostor. She identifies | 


herself to auto security, but although recognized, sheis 
still fired upon. Kei manages to eliminate this problem 
and wastes no time in firing on the main door. This 
scatters all of the outcoming crew, except for one. Kei 
chases Phil back into the vault, where they are both 
trapped. 


It’s then that Phil tells Kei and the scientist tells | 


Yuri how the vault got the name “Pandora”. If an intruder 
is captured, numerous hallucinogens are pumped into 
the room. Soon Kei and Phil are forced to confront vi- 


sions created by these drugs. Tothem, itseems as ifthe | 


floor is splitting. 


After a heated argument, Yuri decides to go in § 


after Kei and Phil, and save them from the drugs and 
Phil’s bomb. While Kei continues to battle the lack of 
reality confronting her, Yuridons her flight suit and calls 
on Mughi and Nammo for help. 

The action heats to a boil as Yuri battles the 
auto security drones as Mughi and Nammo work on the 
doors and the bomb. In her their usual style, danger is 
averted only in the very last second (check the timer) 
and an exhausted Phil is led out by Kei. 

Although not really paid for the job, Kei feels 
rewarded after being ableto air the evidence that Gilder 
had tried so hard to suppress at a rally held for him later 
that day. Soon after, though, it is back to normal, as 
Chan arrives again to chase after Kei and Yuri once 


more. 


Dishuise Grit Akane 

The first day of summer vacation comes 
early and holds some surprizes for Kyosuke. 
As he groggily shuts off his alarm clock, he 
hears a little moan in bed next to him. Beside 
him, naked, is Hikaru - or so it would seem. In 
actuality, itis his less than naked cousin Akane. 
She and his two sisters have just played a little 
joke him. Kyosuke is not amused. 

Since Akane is related to Kyosuke, she 
also has been bestowed some “powers” of her 
own. Akane’s specialty is to change a person's 
perception of who she is. This makes Akane 


| probably the best impersonator around (good 


enough to fool Kyosuke, anyway). 

Akane had met Hikaru, who had helped 
her out of a sticky situation, while on the way 
to visit Kyosuke. After talking with her, Akane 
is convinced that Hikaru is Kyosuke’s girl- 
friend, and to return the favor she has invited 
them all to the pool this afternoon. This poses 
problems, as Kyosuke tells Akane that he 
already has made plans. 

Kyosuke heads off towards his date, a 


| tennis match with Madoka, and Akane follows 
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and continues to hassle him. She feels he is 
‘cheating’ on Hikaru. Kyosuke replies by tell- 
ing Akane that not only do the two girls know 


each other, but they have been like sisters for | 


years. A confused Akane assumes that Kyo- 
suke is trying to get to know Hikaru better by 
going out with Madoka. 

| Before Kyosuke can straighten things 
out, Komatsu and Hatta show up. As they 
approach Akane changes her looks over to 
Hikaru’s and proceeds to latch onto Kyosuke. 
The two see the couple and make comments 
about their closeness (public displays of affec- 
tion are not the normin Japan). Itisn’t untilthey 
have passed that Kyosuke figures out what 
has just gone on. Akane feels no guilt about 
the deception and claims she will do it around 
all of his friends as long as she is here. Fearing 
that this could happen around Madoka, Kyo- 
suke makes a very quick exit, exasperating 
Akane. 

Kyosuke appears at the tennis club 
where he is to meet Madoka, gloating that 
there should be no more interruptions to his 
plans. Little does he remember that Akane can 
teleport too, and soon she is there to tap him 
on the shoulder. 

To buy sometime, Kyosuke buys Akane 
some ice cream and begins to reminisce. 
Then he excuses himself to go to the bath- 
room. In his absence, Kurumi, Manami, 
Komatsu, and Hatta arrive and the girls won- 
der why Akane is here early. It dawns on 
Akane that the pool they had planned to go to 
is adjacent to the tennis club they are at now. 
Komatsu’s babbling then gives Akane the idea 
that Kyosuke is stalling her. She leaves to 
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check and finds Kyosuke just hanging the 
phone up (There had been no answer; Ma- 
doka was on her way). Again, Akane brow 
beats Kyosuke, calling him a cheater. 

Suddenly Madoka enters, full of apolo- 
gies for being late. Kyosuke wonders how 
Akane will react, but it is not what he had 
expected. Akane becomes flushed and giddy, 
introducing herself quite forcefully Then Akane 
walks around Madoka, checking outthe goods, 
while Kyosuke tries hardto rememberif Akane 
ever had any interest in men (he can't). Akane 
tries to get Madoka to play tennis with her, 
while saying that Kyosuke has other plans. 
Kyosuke tries his best to return things to nor- 
mal, but then a swimsuit clad Hikaru arrives. 
“That pool. . . is here?” Kyosuke asks. “Looks 
like it.” Akane replies. Suddenly Madoka is 
more that willing to change her plans. 

Madoka and Akane go off to play ten- 
nis, and Akane is more than impressed with 
Madoka’s skill. Madoka, having had some 
time to cool off, is now wondering if she had 
done the right thing earlier. Akane sees this 
and decides to use this to her advantage, 
suggesting they go swimming at the pool as 
well. She will continue her plans, “for every- 
body’s own good”. 

Since Kyosuke is unaware of her arrival 
as yet, Akane decides to use her powers and 
ask Hikaru, as Kyosuke, if she would like to 
have some tanning oil puton. Hikaru, ofcourse, 
is more than ready to comply. Akane seems to 
be having fun with this until Kyosuke spies her 
and she is forced to disappear. Rather than 
spare trouble, though, Kyosuke’s actions have 
made for a rather uncomfortable situation as 


1S 


From Side to S.1.D.E. 


situation as Madoka arrives. After shooting | 
him the look of death, Madoka dives into the | 
pool. 

Akane sees all of the goings on, and 
begins to wonder how truthful Hikaru had been 


earlier. Still, she continues on with her plan. | 


She pops up as Kyosuke in front of Madoka, 
and offers to oil her as well. When Madoka 
asks if he is serious, ‘Kyosuke’ insists that ‘he’ 
couldn’t be more serious and takes a running 
dive at her. Shocked, Madoka ducks under the 
water and misses seeing the real Kyosuke 
intervene before hitting the water himself. When 
Madoka and Kyosuke finally surface, Kyosuke 
has an enviable vantage point but not an 
enviable position. Madoka, already past her 
limit, slaps Kyosuke across the pool. 

That evening, Madoka and Akane go to 


the Disco Mobeus and Madoka does her best } 


to drink off her frustrations from the afternoon. 
Akane’s attempts to cheer her up are not 
working, and to boot, four lecherous guys 
have just taken interest in them. A fight is 
probably what Madoka has been looking for, 
so she starts one. However, she is so drunk 
she cannot defend herself. Akane is no help 
here either. Just as things are aboutto go from 
bad to worse, Kyosuke shows up. His at- 
tempts at mediation only get him apunch inthe 
stomach, and when one ofthe thugs tries to go 
a little too far with Madoka, he finally cuts 
loose. In the aftermath, Madoka lies passed 
out, Akane is stunned, and all of the thugs are 
subdued. 

The police arrive, blame the damage 
on an electrical short, and arrest the thugs for 
assault. When the thugs suggest something 
else happened, they are promptly ignored. 
Kyosuke gives an earring back to a grateful 
(and sobering) Madoka, and all seems to be 
back to normal (whatever that is) for all. 

Days later, Kyosuke gets a letter from 
Akane, saying that she understands things 
much better now, along with a “kimagure” 
photograph. 
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Act 2: 
Manipulative Entertainment 


| A young, black haired girl sits in a room filled 


with human sized dolls. Aclock strikes andthe 
girl gets up and leaves the room. 
Some students walk past a shop and 


| comment about a doll in the shop’s window. 


They walk off and Miyu appears and steps 
over to the window. She quietly says, “So, 
you're waiting for a chance.” 

Later, at school, the black haired girl 
sits alone near the playground, behind some 
bushes, and hugs a large doll. On the basket- 
ball court, a boy named Kei quietly shoots 
some hoops. The other students note that Kei 
has been acting strangely recently, so they 
stay away from him. The black haired girl 
walks up to Kei and they walk off together. 
Some other students, Kei’s girlfriend, and Miyu 
watch from aclassroom window; no one knows 
who this black haired girl is. 

Kei and the girl walk to achapel. There, 
they express their love for each other. Out- 


| side, Miyu and Raba watch. Miyu knows that 


the girl is up to something evil. | 
At his apartment, Kei talks to a friend of 
his mother’s who can’t understand Kei’s mood 
of late. Kei remembers that his family couldn't 
understand him either; the only person who 
can understand him is the black haired girl. 
The next day at school, Himiko finds 
her services as a parapsychologist of need 
again. A man tells her of how he gave his 
daughter a strange doll a few weeks ago. A 
few days ago, his daughter disappeared on 
the school grounds. When he went to the 
school to search for his daughter, all he found 
was a large doll which looked like her, hidden 
in some bushes. He quickly sketched a picture 
of the doll and went to get help, but when he 
came back, the doll was gone. Himiko asks 


him if he thinks that his daughter has turned 


16 oa Side to S.1.D.E. Volume T, Number 12; April, TOOT ) 


into this doil. 
that he made and asks her to investigate. 
Himiko thinks that Miyu may know something 
about this supernatural occurrence 
Meanwhile, the girl puts a new doll into 
her house. She tells the doll that, “you shail be 
here forever and never have to be in pain 
again. No one will ever make fun of you or hurt 
you.” Miyu watches this from hiding in the 


house. She then reveals herself and warns the | 


girlto leave Kei alone. The girl, however, won't 
listen. As Miyu and Raba try to take some 
action, they find out that the dolls surrounding 
them bleed when cut. Their inaction allow the 
black haired girl to escape. 

Later, Kei’s old girlfriend confronts Kei. 
She had witnessed him walking off with the 
black haired girl. She wants to Know if he has 
fallen in love with someone else, but Kei tells 
her that he doesn’t know what she is talking 
about. Kei leaves, and the wind blows a sketch 
to his feet. He picks the sketch up and Himiko 


arrives. He gives her the sketch back to her | 


and walks away. Himiko says to herself that 
Kei is a cute boy. 

Kei walks to the library and is con- 
fronted by Miyu. Miyu tells him that, “I would 
advise you to stay away from the black haired 
girl. If you want to live forever, | can help you 
more than she can.” 

“| don’t know what you’re talking about,” 
says Kei, “but | can’t stay away from her. . . | 
love her.” Kei leaves. “He loves her...” mutters 
Miyu. 

Himiko and Miyu meet at the school. 
Himiko accuses Miyu of killing children at the 
school and using her magic to disguise the 
bodies, then flings a flask at the vampire. Miyu 
licks off the liquid and says, “Hmmm, holy 
water. . .nice.” Miyu gates Himiko to the neth- 
erworld where she informs Himiko that she is 
not responsible for the disappearances. She 
tells Himiko of the black haired girl, and says 
that the cute boy she saw earlier will be the 
next victim unless she can do something. Miyu 
says that she shall have Kei instead. 

At the chapel, Kei confronts the girl and 
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@ man gives Himiko the sketch 


tells her that he wants to go to her world and 
live with her forever. 
Meanwhile, Himiko asks Miyu which 


| person she is after - the girl or the boy. Miyu 


replies, “I want both because | am a hunter - a 
vampire.” Then Himiko is cast from the nether- 
world. 

At the chapel, the girl is about to casta 
spell on Kei when Miyu and Raba appear and 
attack. The girl turns the spells that the vam- 
pires cast and completes her spell that will 
allow Kei to live with her forever. Kei turns into 


| adoll. The girlthen taunts Miyu: “What's wrong 
| Miyu? Can’t you love him like this? Can you 
| take his blood?” 


Himiko bursts into the chapel as the girl 
and Kei begin to dance. Miyu says a one word 
spell and the girl and Kei vanish into darkness. 

Himiko asks Miyu if she has lost. “The 
shinma was sent back to the darkness,” Miyu 
claims, “I didn’t lose.” “Not as a hunter,” Himiko 
replies, “I’m talking about you as a woman.” 
Miyu leaves with a lonely face. Kei and the 
black haired girl are entering the gate of dark- 
ness together. 
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The spaceship Saldez, coin new 
planets for the Shinkamu Corporation, heads 
for the planet LAO-3. The crew is in sus- 
pended animation on this 20 year voyage, 
while the computer handles the navigation. 

After arriving in the orbit of LAO-3, the 


six members of the Saldez, after awakening | 


from coldsleep, discover a message sent out 
from Shinkamu Headquarters upon their leav- 
ing: two among the seven members of the 
company explorer team lied about their iden- 
tities, and that’s two too many. Also, the dis- 
covery of damage to one of the air ducts belies 
the fact that the ship is carrying something that 
drifted in... 


Amidst the growing feelings of mutual | 


distrust, one of the explorers, Morgan, suffers 
an ‘accidental’ death. In order to finally dis- 
cover the infiltrators, an identity check on the 
explorers is begun, but during this, Dr. Harris, 
Shipman Watt, and Guy, one after the other, 
also meet ‘accidental’ deaths - with all of the 
characteristics of being caused by terminal 
bacteria. Prowling around that section was a 
cat - Lily, the pet cat of Nancy, daughter of Sh- 
inkamu’s president and on board secretly as 
part of the explorer team. 

While the hidden past of the explorer 
team members’ lives are being revealed by 
the inquiry, the bodies of the accident victims 
have vanished... 
through a rapidly corroding wall. Mike, the 
ship’s captain, takes the most expedient 
method - releasing that particular block of the 


and Lily was being eaten | 


ship; but then the computer separates itself 
from bridge control and willfully opens up the 
hangar hatch, blowing Goethe and Dyuura out 
of the ship in the middle of an equipment 
check. Someone is operating the ship from the 
M.C.R. - the Mother Computer Room! 

In the Medical Room, this time only 
Dorothy’s clothes are discovered, and Shiro 
voices his deduction: the bacteria came in 
through the air duct and infiltrated through the 
tank entered while they were in coldsleep. 
Moreover, it’s probably scattered itself through- 
out the ship’s systems. In other words, the 
bacteria is spreading throughout the ship and 
amongst everyone on it. 

Ignoring everyone’s horrified looks, Dick 
sees through to Shiro’s identity - engineers 
don’t usually have such extensive medical 
knowledge. Shiro killed a man back on Earth 
and fled to this ship with faked credentials. 
Dick, a detective searching for him, found out 
through his sources that he would be on board, 
and took this job in order to catch the criminal. 
Dick then handcuffed himself to Shiro. The 
captain disapproves of this action, but Dick 
refuses to release him while he lives, even with 
the threat of the bacteria being omnipresent. 
The captain reminds him of the crew and that 
through the coldsleep and many voyages 
they’ve been around for some 400 years. He 
also reminds Dick that he had himself killed a 
man 40 years ago and escaped to this ship... 

Those crew members that are in the 
Medical room then meet an unknown assail- 
ant. A. Whee Vee Dick’s wound, Nancy hears 


Shiro’s reason for committing murder - revenging his young sister against the quy who hooked 
her on drugs and then killed her. | 

When the captain burns down the doorto the M.C.R., he finds that it is indeed occupied 
- by Lily, thought to be dead. As he repulses Lily’s attack, the captain learns the secret that this 
exploration is covering. This ‘Lily’ was a robot sent and hidden by the company. Recently the 
company had come to distrust its human agents. The fate of this planet investigation was 
entrusted to a robot who would remain faithful to its given orders. As a matter of fact, the robot 
code named LILY C.A.T. and disguised as Lily, was functioning while the crew was in coldsleep, 
but owing to the Saldez ended up being infected with the deadly bacteria and acted as a carrier. 

With the disappearances of Caroline and Jimmy, only the captain, Shiro, Nancy, and 
Dick are left alive. With the bacteria continuing to corrode the ship, the monster now searches 
forthe remaining four humans. Suddenly, horribly, Dick’s body begins to change. The bacteria 
has the effect of transforming the body into its single cells. Dick melts away, leaving only his 
clothes behind. 

LILY C.A.T., having returned to the M.C.R., begins to blow off infected portions of the 
ship, making return to Earth its highest priority. Shiro, thinking that they’ve reached the end of 
the line, prepares to kill himself as the captain speaks. He tells Shiro and Nancy that they can 
escape in his personal shuttle to a new world and survive, while he blows up the ship to stop 
the bacteria and prevent the ship from returning to the Earth. 

The monster grabs onto the shuttle as it leaves the ship, but ends up burning up as the 
shuttle enters the atmosphere of LAO-3. Safe finally, Shiro and Nancy descend into the clouds 


below. 
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Celebrates it's 1st Anniversary with 
* New Manga - Twinkle Twinkle Idol Stars 
¢ Get Animated: Anime so new you can't even buy it yet - New Orange Road OAV's 
° A Project A-Kon 2 preview 
plus more of what you've come to expect from FSTS 
look for Volume 2, Number 1 in May... . 
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Lupin lll (center)4s the grandson of Arsene 
Lupin, and the worid’s greatest thief. He is 
incapable of resisting a chailenge, even if 
he knows it’s a trap; unable to resist a 
beautiful woman, even if she is out to kill 
him. His brilliance as a non-violent criminal 
mastermind has earned him more admir- 
ers, enemies, money, and publicity than 
anyone could possibly sublimate. He is a 
dead shot with a handgun, and has mas- 
tered, for all practical purposes most every 
other kind of weapon. He affects more taste 
than has infood, wine, and clothing, and his 
judgment concerning the opposite sex is 
nothing short of appailing. Despite his 
general lack of morals, his ethics are im- 
peccable. Frequently he risks his and his 
gang’s lives forthe profit and benefit of only 
one person. He prides himseif on the fact 
that no innocent bystander has ever been 
killed or seriously hurt during any of his ca- 
pers. 


Goemon Ishikawa (left center) is the 13th 
descendant of the same name from the 
documented-but-mythical bandit samurai. 
His relationship with his sword, Zantetsu- 
ken, amounis to spiritual contentment. Ifhe 
uses it on anything but an enemy in mortal 
combat, he feels as if he has dishonored 
himself. The problem is, Lupin is forever 
after Goemon to lace onto such unworthy 
garbage as tanks, aircraft, and buildings. 
Being a dyed-in-the-sackcloth ascetic, 
Goemonisgiventofreezing waterfall show- 
ers, extended fast-and-meditate sessions, 
and an unconscionable amount of practice. 
He also keeps a significant distance from 
women. Goemon's loyalty to his compan- 
ions is obsessive, and he is given to last 
minute spectacular storm-the-castle and 
mow-down-everything-in-your-path res- 
cues. 


Koichi Zenigata (bottom left) was formerly 
an inspector with the Japanese police, but 
now is with Interpol on only one assign- 
ment: Catch Lupin if you can! His dedica- 
tion to the chase is nothing short of obses- 
sive. Although he is yetto be truly success- 
ful, Zenigata has given Lupin agood deal of 
extra trouble. In addition, he has at his dis- 
posala full squadron of Japanese riot cops, 
as devoted to him as good samurai should 
be, and carte blanche to go anywhere in 
pursuit. Overthe years, Zenigata and Lupin 
have built a grudging respect for each 
other, even saving each others lives on 
several occasions. It almost seems that he 
will never catch Lupin, if only because he 
enjoys the chase too much. 


Jigen Daisuke (top left) is Lupin’s best 
friend, right hand man, and nearly 
constant companion. A former Mafia 
hit man with a lightning fast draw, un- 
erring accuracy, and the rumpled de- 
meanor of an East End thug, Jigenisa 
closet culture freak. An exception to his 
general nonchalance is his devotion to 
his hat. The trademark fedora is rarely 
removed, unless it’s being lovingly 
laundered, with good reason; without 
it, he’d miss the whole barn. Otherwise, 
he’s something of an affable nihilist; 
not in favor of being killed, but not 
concerned about it either. 
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ujiko Mine (top right) is Lupin’s ex- 
lover, sometime aily, and usuai rival. 
Frequently, she and Lupin are after the 
same goal on conflicting teams. Gener- 
ally, when she and Lupin face off, Fujiko 
will come out on top. Although her infi- 
delities are iegion and she’s taken himto 
the cleaners far more oftenthan she has 
taken himto bed, Fujiko feels a genuine 
tenderness toward Lupin. She’s even 
risked her life to stay with him in crisis, 
and has been known to do him the odd 
altruisticfavor. Like her comrades, she’s 
a bit of a soft touch, with a special 
tenderness for the “old man” - which 
doesn’t stop her from using him as 
shamelessly as she would anyone else. 


A wedding party sively climbs up the 
steps of a temple. The lucky groom is. 
.Goemon! At the base of the temple steps, 
Lupin marvels at the proceedings, wondering 
if this is the same Goemon he has worked with 
over the years. Fujiko remarks that love can do 


saunters over and mentions that something 
smells here, motioning to the nervous figure at 
the door. Up in the temple proper, the cere- 
mony continues. Interestingly enough, instead 
of the bride becoming a part of the groom’s 
clan, the reverse is happening here. As 
Goemon prepares to receive the clan's heir- 
loom artifact, a group of ninja disturb the 
proceedings. They seem interested in the 
artifact! Goemon valiantly tries to retrieve it, 
but the manage to get away with it. Lupin has 
noticed the commotion, and he and Fujiko 
prepare to deal with the situation. They gain 
possession of the artifact, but the mysterious 
ninja retaliate by kidnapping the bride! 

While the opening credits roll, we seea 
buddhist priest offering prayers to the dead. A 
man approaches the temple and is led to meet 
the priest. We get a look at the graveyard, and 
on one of the tombstones is the name Lupin! 
The priest is actually Zenigata, who, after 
Lupin’s boat exploded at the end of the first 
series, felt responsible for Lupin’s death and 
became a priest. The stranger is a member of 
the police department and he brings pictures 
of Lupin to try and get Zenigata back on the 
force. Zenigata wants proof of Lupin’s exis- 
tence first. 

That evening, Goemon has a meeting 
with his intended father-in-law. He feels very 
bad about the abduction of Murizaki (his bride- 
to-be) and wants to know what this is all about. 
A long time ago, their clan had an extensive 
gold mine. They were very prosperous, and 
lead apeaceful existence. They had assembled 
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an extensive treasure trove beneath a moun- 
tain. One day, a group of ninja burned and 
looted the mine, reducing the clan to near- 
poverty. However, the treasure has never been 
found, and*the Fuma ninja clan has been 
looking for it ever since. The old man informs 
Goemon that the artifact holds the key to the 
location of the treasure, and proceeds to se- 
cure it. He informs Goemon that although he 
loves his daughter, he will not allow the artifact 


| out of his hands and the exchange will not take 
strange things, and Lupin readily agrees. Jigen | 


place. 

However, Lupin has been watching all 
this by video, and decides that he wants a 
piece of the action. Using his typical strange 
devices and luck he manages to get the arti- 
fact and find out it’s secret. He then gives it to 
Goemon and they head to the arranged swap. 
As they travel, Goemon remembers his first 
meetings with Murizaki. The gang runs into a 
problem in the form of Zenigata, but he has 
some problems with a bridge and Lupin and 
company escape. 

Murizaki’s father finds out that the arti- 
fact is missing, and decides to take matters 
into his own hands. 

The swap was arranged to take place in 
a railroad switchyard, and all parties agree to 
trade. However, Lupin has atrick up his sleeve. 
It fails, and a fire fight develops. This is further 
complicated by the arrival of Zenigata and his 
cadre of loyal riot cops. Zenigata is informed 
that this was an undercover operation, and he 
isn’t too happy that he wasn’t informed earlier. 
Lupin knows something strange is going on, 
and the gang escape by doing their version of 
the great train robbery. The strange nervous 
man from earlier chuckles as he notices the 
ninja vanishing off into the night. 

Murizaki’s father, with great sorrow, 


| destroys a keyhole sealed with his clan’s 


symbol. 

As the ninja return to headquarters, a 
busty figure on ared motorcycle follows. Fujiko 
realizes that they are Fuma. The ninja present 
the artifact to their leader, and it is examined 
carefully. 
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Meanwhile, Goemon nas requested a 
talk with Lupin. They leave Murizaki in the car 
so she can change out of her wedding outfit. 
Goemon wants to know if Lupin has figured out 
the location of the treasure, and wants him to 
promise that he will nottry to robit. Lupin won't, 
so Goemon attempts to convince him. This 
fails, and finally he breaks down and pleads. 
Murizaki interrupts, and Goemon is aston- 
ished to discover that she knows its location. 
Lupin uses this opportunity to be elsewhere. 

Back at Fuma HQ, they discover the 
location of the treasure. Fujiko, spying through 
a window, also finds this out, but gets cap- 
tured. We find out that the mysterious police- 
man is actually a Fuma ninja, and he ‘gives’ 
the artifact to Fujiko. As he turns to leave, he 
notices Fujiko’s necklace, and guesses itto be 
a homing transmitter. He takes it and leaves. 

Zenigata is chain smoking and trying to 
figure out what Lupin is up to. The Fuma 
policeman comes running in and tells him that 
Lupin is right outside! Lupin and Jigen are 
following Fujiko’s homer, and are astonished 
to discover that she is apparently in a police 
station! We then have a face to face staring 
Zenigata and Lupin, and as Lupin starts to take 
off, the Fuma plant whips out a gun and starts 
blazing away. Zenigata stops him, and Lupin 
informs Zenigata that the man is aplant and he 
and his organization are holding Fujiko. Zeni- 
gata becomes a two-time loser as both Lupin 
and the plant escape. 

Fujiko, chained to a postin Fuma’s HQ, 
starts to complain about her back itching. The 
guard is only too happy to assist her, and gets 
clocked for his trouble. Fujiko sets herselffree, 
and as she is about to leave, notices a key in 
the shards of the artifact. Hearing sirens inthe 
street, she runs to the window and sees Lupin 
being chased by Zenigata and his faithful. 
After a truly wild chase through the market 
district and an old-style hotel, Fujiko assists 
Lupin’s escape. 

The Fuma clan arrives at the spot 
marked as containing the treasure, and startto 
systematically explore the site. However, the 


old man has arrived there first. He doesn’t 
pose much of a problem, though. One of the 
ninja spots Goemon, and they decide to let 
Murizaki and him find the booby traps forthem. 
Murizaki has obviously been here before, and 
activates some sort of lightning mechanism. 
Meanwhile, some sort of mysterious mecha- 
nisms turn... 

Zenigata and his troops show up, and 
notice Lupin heading up to the entrance. They 
follow, and onthe way notice the old man lying 
half dead below. 

Down below, Murizaki and Goemon 
apparently find a dead end in aroom filled with 
statues of her ancestors. However, she no- 
tices that all of the eyes point to a particular 
spot on the floor, and Goemon finds a trap 
door there. Because of the dust, it is obvious 
that no one has been there yet, so they head 


| back up to ambush whomever is following 


them. However, the Fuma outwit them. 
Goemon ends up ambushing Lupin, and Lupin 
has a hard time convincing him that they are 
not the only ones in the caverns. But with 
Murizaki’s help they persuade Goemon to go 
down and prevent the Fuma from getting the 
treasure. Fujiko fingers the key she found and 
thinks she has the edge. 

Zenigata and his riot police have res- 
cued the old man from the water below, and 
miraculously, he is still alive. He explains that 
there is a mechanism that will destroy the 
caves one hour after someone enters unless a 
key is inserted into a keyhole, and he has 
already destroyed the keyhole. Now he will 
finally have his revenge on the Fuma clan. 
Zenigata is very upset, and tells him he isa 
murderer. The old man learns that his daugh- 
ter is down there, and breaks down. 

As the gang tries to find it’s way down, 
Lupin’s luck comes into play. They find several 
corpses of Fuma ninja and convince Goemon 
that someone else is here. Goemonthen shows 
off his prowess at deflecting missiles. 

Further down in the caverns, the Fuma 
clan faces a choice between directions. The 
leader sends ninja to explore one way, and 
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finds it is the wrong way if you want to live. 

While exploring Jigen has a earth shaking 
experience that effects the entire cast. Up above, 
Zenigata thinks that the mechanism is about to destroy 
the caverns, and tries to charge in to warn Lupin. He 
picks up the old man and the two of them head offto the 
rescue. 

Lupin and crew get down to a building, and 
Goemon decides to explore. As they open the door, 
they can see the room inside is filled with ancient suits 
of armor. Goemon ventures inside, and sets off yet 
another trap. He continues inside and encounters the 
two dead ninja. The hallucinogenic gas starts getting to 
him just as Lupin breaks down the door. As Goemon 
runs amok, Lupin discovers the hallucinogen. He gives 
Jigen a new hat, and attempts to get everybody out. 
Murizaki runs toward Goemon, and Goemon prepares 
to attack. 

Outside the building Lupin is bandaging Muri- 
zaki’s arm when Fujiko and Jigen tell them that the 
Fuma are just ahead! Lupin follows, and they employ 
rather unusual trap detection methods to get further 
down inthe caverns. They finally reach the inner sanc- 
tum, and find a building almost entirely covered in gold! 
Fujiko, who is absolutely mad about gold, jumps up and 
starts to remove gold shingles. Jigen finds an incredible 
guncollection, apparently made of gold. Lupin wonders 
where the Fuma are when Murizaki calls. All go outside 
and find the Fuma holding her. Lupin starts to bluff by 
saying that his lighter is actually a detonator for allofthe 
explosives up above, but this ploy fails. Enter Goemon 
to the rescue! 

Jigen, Lupin, and Fujiko rush back inside pur- 
sued by half of the remaining Fuma, while Goemon 
stays outside. Lupin and group do admirably with impro- 
vised weapons, but are really outnumbered. Outside, 
Goemonis demolishing ninja left and right with Murizaki 
looking on. She spies a crossbow left unattended and 
heads in that direction totry and help. Goemon polishes 
off the last of the ninja, leaving only Fuma-san and the 
police plant left. Fuma-san whips out a three-piece staff 
and gets first blood. He and Goemon are very closely 
matched, and the battle rages. 

Inside, Lupin and group are sorely pressed, so 
Lupin drops a jar filled with the hallucinogenic gas. The 
ninja start fighting among themselves. 

Goemon and Fuma-san are still going at it. 
Goemon is in a tight spot when a crossbow bolt comes 
out of nowhere and almost hits Fuma-san. The police 
plant takes off after Murizaki, and Fuma-san grins: he 
knows that he has won. Goemon performs an incredible 
charge, and at the last instant, takes off with Murizaki 
instead. The Fuma capture her, and tell Goemon that if 
he wants her to keep her life, he must jump off the top 
of the building. Lupin notices what’s happening from 
inside the building, and prepares to do something. 
Goemon is about to jump, when Murizaki screams, 
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“Goemon, forgive me! and throws herself and the 
police plant off of the roof. Lupin manages to catch her, 
while Jigen throws Goemon’s katana to him. Goemon 
then fatally wounds Fuma-san. At this point the cavalry 
arrives in the form of Zenigata and Murizaki’s father. 
They tell the group that they have less than ten minutes 
to get out. The caverns start to fall apart around them. 
Fujiko is still trying to collect gold shingles when Lupin 
drags her off. As they are running up the tunnels, she 
almost falls down a chasm and loses her gold. The 
entire party is saved at one point by Zenigata’s ever 
ready handcuffs, and then he holds up a section of roof 
so they can get out. He is rescued by his troops, but no 
one sees Lupin. Then Lupin is spotted high above, 
getting out of a rock chimney. Of course, Zenigata has 
to take off after him. 

Lupin and Jigen are driving off and Lupin re- 
marks that it wasn’t a total waste because Jigen got a 
new a hat. Fujiko says that’s not all and pulls out one 
gold shingle she was able to save. Lupin offers to split 
it with her, with predictable results. 

In another part of the field, Goemon is telling 
Murizaki that he is not worthy of her. He should have 
been able to arrest the sword stroke that wounded her. 
She is very distressed by his words. “Forgive me” he 
says, and walks off. She yells after him “Don’t make me 
wait for you!”, but knows that she will probably never see 
him again. Lupin says good-bye to her, and drives off. 
Zenigata staggers up, sits down, and pulls out aradio to 
call for a blockade so he can catch Lupin. Murizaki’s 
father wonders at this and makes a comment about this 
crazy world we live in. 
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Reality id {or those people who can't handle Anune... 
Postcards from the Edge... 


Dan Durkin, Editor (7. an FUALY) 


| eicome fo 
? 


9104.09 


Greetings once again from Oakley, KS, 
where inbreeding has nothing to do with live- 
stock. .. 

By now you've probably flipped through 
the March issue of FSTS and are wondering 
what ail this crap is about finishing the issue 
early. Well, to borrow a phrase from Kei & Yuni: 


The date on the top of the page is genuine, | 
actually finished the issue that evening. Fur- 
thermore, | mailed the issue on March 9th from 
Denver, Colorado (I have three witnesses to 
this act, really!). One would think it would take 
less time for it to be delivered from a large city 
than a small town, ne? Such is not the case. 
Alec recieved the proofs the day after the 
meeting, thus causing the delay in getting 
issues to you. Hope you weren't too stranded 
without it. It just goes to prove my favorite 
phrase: "If anything goes wrong, BLAME IT 
ON THE POSTAL SERVICE." I'm going to the 
extra trouble of mailing this express mail this 
time, so if you end up getting this one late, it's 
because the post office lost it. 

| am happy to announce that we are 
scan capable again, thanks to David Oakey, 
who has volunteered his time and equipment 
for the cause. As they say in Kansas, Dave, 
“Thanks a Bunch". 

Thanks must also go to Stephen Pearl, 
who supplied me with several new fonts to play 
with (including two at the top of this page) for 
the MAC, and to Roger Morse, for the creed 
which will from now on don the top ofthis page. 

Now, once again, comes the plug sec- 
tion of this column. Somewhere in the back of 
this issue you will find an ad for yet another of 
the Front Range’s (that's the Rockies, ya'll) 
fine Anime clubs. Rocky Mountain Fanima- 
tion was reborn earlier this year, and has 
taken off quite well. Their newsletter, Super 
Deformed Sushi contains some excellent 


features and some of the best fan art I've ever 
seen. As of now they are only distibuting the 
newsletter locally, but with the quality they are 
putting out, I'm sure it won't be long until they 
spread out. If any of this sounds interesting, 
please write them at: 

Rocky Mountain Fanimation 

P.O. Box 16042 

Colorado Springs, CO 80935 

The latest word on Project A-Kon 2 is 
that it looks as if it will be well attended. Talk 
around the anime circles in the midwest have 
been positive and | am looking forward to 
attending and seeing many ofthe people | met 
for the first time last year. | have not heard any 
more about further guest confirmations as yet, 
but plan to write to the good folks in Texas and 
have all of the information for you in time fora 
special A-Kon 2 preview next month. Summer 
Side will hopefully be sponsoring avideo room, 
complete with stereo (I haven't even told Alec 
about that yet), and welcome all reading this to 
come up for a visit if you are there. 

Anime Orgy '91 has come and gone, 
and may have been a record breaker. Starting 
at 5 pm on March 29th, the last VCR wasn't 
shut down until 5 om the next day. The luckiest 
person (?) came away with 18 full tapes and 36 
hours of nothing but anime. Finances willing, | 
hope to do it again in late July. 

Lastly, on a more personal note. . . 
some of you may have noticed by my opening 
comments that | don't particularly like Oakley. 
Well, this month Oakley let me know they don't 
like me back. In other words, | don't have a 
teaching contract for the next school year. 
“Un-heartfelt sigh* This may cause some 
changes in the ‘zine you see over the next 
couple of months, but it won't change my 
dedication to it. Alec and | will continue to bring 
you the best 'zine we can for as long as we can. 
For now, Enjoy! Ja, ne. ..dD 
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This Month: 
Iczer 1 and Iczer 3 
by Kenneth Malafy Jr. 


Iczer-One is an OAV released in three 
acts: Act | - Fight! Iczer 1, Act Il - The Chal- 
lange of Iczer-Sigma, and Act Ill - The Final 
Chapter. The first series focuses on Iczer-1, a 
female who represents the good side of her 
races’ leader, Sir Violet. Sir Violet’s evil side is 
represented by Big Gold. Naturally, these two 
forces contradict each other. The rest of their 
race lies in suspended animation in the Cu- 
towolf fortress, and Iczer-1 flees inIczer-Robo. 

Big Gold decides that Earth is a great 
place to colonize, and she sends the Cu- 
towolf’s monsters to assult the Earth. The 


The mecha scenes are beautiful, and the 
soundtrack is pretty good. | would definitely 
recommend Iczer-One! 

Iczer-One was popular enough to war- 
rant a sequel, entitled Iczer- Three. | was a bit 
skeptical at first, feeling that lczer- Three would 
not be as good as Iczer-One. Boy was | wrong! 
Although the dark mood has been dropped, 
lczer-fhree lives up to it’s name. Once again, 
the animation is beautiful, and the mecha is 
fabulous. A host of new charaters are intro- 
duced as well. In this OAV series Iczer-1 
battles Big Gold’s daughter, Neos Gold. To 
exact revenge on Iczer-1, Neos Gold decides 
to wage war on Earth! Iczer-1 does not wish to 
return to Earth. She does not wish to reawaken 
her memories of Nagisa. Iczer-3 is sent to 


| Earthinstead. Iczer-3 eventually meets Nagisa. 


Together they battle the forces of Neos Gold. 
As | mentioned above, this series more than 
does justice to Iczer-One. | recommend both 
videos. Get them, you won't be sorry! 


monsters reproduce by inseminating a human |¢\4 
body and using it as an incubator (a process | 


not recommended for the squeamish!). 


The key to Earth’s survival is Nagisa | 


Kanoh. She acts as a “power battery” plugged 
into the Ilczer-Robo. Her presence alone in- 
creases the destructive force of the Iczer- 
Robo. Nagisa and Iczer-1 battle against Big 
Gold to save the Earth. Other characters in- 
clude Cobalt, Sepia, and Iczer-2. Cobalt and 
Sepia are two of Big Gold’s best pilots. These 
two ladies also happen to be lovers. Iczer-2 is 
the evil counterpart of Iczer-1. Iczer-One can 
best be defined as a dark fantasy. The mon- 
sters are gruesome, somtimes too gruesome!! 
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STAR DIAZers Dadlletin 1S 


THE LAST EPISODE 


Here, at last: the final, controversial episode of the Star Blazers triology that Animag calls “a classic saga.” Now you can judge 
for yourself whether the producers planted plot lines for future adventures of the Star Force in the “last” program. 


In the mean time, the last chapter of the last voyage of the Argo — volume 39 — is available and you can order it now. This 
final episode is not only in a class by itself — it’s on a tape by itself. Because of the odd number of programs produced, the 
ultimate episode is singular in more ways than one. To be fair, we established a bare bones price for the series, as you know, 
and we’re holding the line on it despite cost increases to us from the lab, the printer and the fulfillment house. 


THE FIRST T-SHIRT | 


A spectacular new Star Blazers logo, printed in fluorescent colors on jet black 100% combed cotton shirts. No polyester, not 
one thread, not for our fans. They really pop. First time offer: you’ve never seen this logo and you've never seen these tees. 


One size fits all. 


~ ALSO AVAILABLE 


STAR BLAZERS T-SHIRTS 


A spectacular Star Blazers logo, printed in 
fluorescent colors on e black 100% combed 
cotton tees. They really pop. First time offer. 


US$17.95 
| plus postage and handling 
ARGO 11% x 17%” POSTER 


A meticulously detailed cutaway illustra- 
tion of the Argo, shipped flat, not rolled. 
Here’s what you get: 


e Authentic cross section made from the 
original production plan 

e Large 11% x 17%” rendering. Over 60 
parts identified 

e Specifications in meters and feet 

© Printed on white velum 

e 65# sturdy card stock 

© Limited Edition 

US$ 8.00 in the United States 

US$ 12.00 outside United States 


Includes postage and handling 
FAN CLUB 


If you’re not already a member of the 
International Star Blazers Video Fan Club 
you may join with this order. The 
US$ 15.00 membership fee entitles you 
to a 10% discount on these videotapes 
and advance notice of future premiums. 


| VIDEOCASSETTE 
ORDER FORM 
___(circle cassettes wanted) __ 


THE QUEST FOR ISCANDAR 
VOLUME:1 2 3 4 = 5 
6 7 8 9 
10 W 12 13 


THE COMET EMPIRE 
VOLUME: 14 15 16 17 
19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 


THE BOLAR WARS 

VOLUME: 27 28 29 30 31 
32 33 34 35 
36 37 38 39 


Star Blazers* wa regntered trademark of Westchester Fins, inc. 
- FOOF Ki fAtark. te 


18 


| _HOW TO ORDER | 


VIDEOTAPES 
Multiply the number of volumes (cassettes) you are 
ordering by either the list price (US$ 14.95) or the 
member's price (US$ 13.45) and enter the total cost in 
the box at the right. 


| T-SHIRTS | 
Add ‘em up at US$ 17.95 and enter total in box. 


POSTERS 
Add ‘em up at US$ 8.00 if you’re ordering in the US; 
US$ 12.00 if you're outside the US. Enter total cost. 
FAN CLUB 
Membership fee everywhere is US$ 15.00. If included 
with order, take the member’s price for the cassettes. 


Sub Total| 
Foreign Postage: US$ 6.00 for first unit. 


Each additional: 75 cents. i 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Costs are included in the- price. 


Add costs as follows: 
US$ 3.00 for one 
US$ 4.00 for two 
US$ 5.00 for three 


Each additional unit: add 50 cents to the cost of postage 
and handling for three units. 


POSTERS: 


CASSETTES 
and T-SHIRTS: 


Enter total of postage and handling at right. 


New York Residents add 8%% sales tax for each unit. 


on TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER (in US dollars) 
Please allow six to eight weeks for delivery. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State/Country 
Postal Code 


Mail to: 
KIDMARK, INC. 
Box 1999 ¢ Grand Central Station ¢ New York, New York 10163-1999 
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Subscribe to 
international bimonthly anime newsletter 


tees 
se eess 


Keep up with the fun and fascinating world of Japanese 
animation. Join one of the most prominent 
independent anime fan groups and receive copies of 
"The Rose,” each issue featuring 20-24 pages of: 


e Video and film reviews -- Features, OAVs, 
TV -- all Japanese animation available on tape 
e Manga and comics reviews -- the best from 
Japan and — English-language reprints 
Synopses an translations - 
Tape and BGM trading <<< ECE 
News, new projects. upcoming releases, 
conventions, screenings, commentary 
& recommendations 
e Anime-related businesses, classifieds, 
newsletters. computer bulletin boards, “= 
pen pals, fan & club directories 


No fan fiction or filler -- just information for the anime 
aficionado. Anime Hasshin members can also receive: 
e Synopsis packets ($5 cach) . 35-40 pages of translations, ee | 
interviews, scripts. episode guides, song lyrics, humor, ce al en 
reviews, reprints, and articles e Contests -- see how much | a 
anime trivia you know e Club buttons and T-shirts iS Gyo < 
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- Send.to: ANIME HASSHIN, P.O. Box 391036, Cambridge, MA 02139-1036 USA 


City, State, 24. ———$_ 


Country (if not USA) —— 


a 


winter 1991 


SCANS Be bod 66 


ae ene eens 


oe 


In Chicago, ace courier Bean Bandit rules the road, and operates on both sides of the law. If a cargo 
absolutely positively has to be there NOW, Bean's your man -- for a price. Want to ensure that the 
getaway from your latest heist goes smoothly? No problem -- but it will cost you . Bean's latest cargo is 
a 10 year old girl who is worth 50 grand when delivered home. What he doesn't know is that she has 
already been kidnapped, and he's about to be framed for the snatch. Meanwhile, the real kidnappers are 
making off with the $2,000,000 in ransom money! Will the Bean discover the ruse in time and get the 
money himself? Will he evade Inspector Percy's relentless pursuit? No matter what, the Chicago Police 
Department is going to have a huge auto repair bill! Riding Bean is the latest creation of Sonoda Kenichi, 
acclaimed character designer of Bubblegum Crisis and Gall Force. This is one Anime that doesn't run out 
of gas! Don't miss it! 


AniMEigo Spe ahem oR ST Le 


VISA / MC 


(with opening party @8:00 p.m. Friday, May 24) 


The Radisson Hotel & 


Suites Dallas 


2330 W. Northwest Hwy. @ I-35 E(S temmons) 
(1/2 block E. of NW. Hwy and 4g@ at the Shady Trail light) 


PRE-REGISTER TO SAVE $$$ ON TICKETS 


Before May 10: 

2-Day Pass: $10.00 Hotel Rooms: 

Banquet Only: $20.00 $49.00 Single or Double 
Both: $27.00 (Save $3) $65.00 Poolside Suite 
Ticket Prices at the Door: gph aie e 

2-Day Pass: $13.00 : 

Banquet Only: $20.00 (214) 351-4477 


Both: $31.00 (Save $2) or 1-800-333-3333 
Be sure to mention cian. A- 
aren Marg pines Kon to get these speci: rales: 


ANIMATION CONVENTION. 


Our Guest Stars last year had such a good time, they’re coming back!! Plus we have NEW ones!! 


FEATURING; (in no particular order) Ben Dunn (Ninja High School, Harlock, etc.) 
craig York (GAINAX Animation Studio) Toren Smith (Studio Proteus Appleseed, Outlanders U.S. 


Jerry Beck (Streamline Pictures, Lensman, Akira US. release) release) 


Kei & Yuri Forrester (Fan Guests of Honor, as seen in DP Adam Warren (Dirty Pair comic, etc.) 
momic, & Animage) Asuka Rei (Bandai Manga "Ariel" artist, Dirty Pair, etc.) 


8-D Banzai & Pinesalad Productions (Parody producers) Mike & Tracy Kazaleh (Warner Bors. & Cal-Arts, Tiny 
Louis Scarborough, Jr. (Crystal Fires, Tiny Toons, Batman) Toons, Mighty Mouse) 


Trish LeDoux (Animag Editor) Tim Eldred (Lensman, Broid, Captain Harlock, etc.) 
John Field (Animation Historian) Robert Gibson (Harlock, etc.) 
Steve Krueger (Broid, Chaser Platoon, etc.) John & Jason Waltrip (Robotech Sentinels, Metal Bikini ctc. 


eormpene Flicks “nd a Parody film producers) 


KON 2. Pp. 0. Box 515942; Dallas, Texas. 75251-5942. ‘Send eash, cheeks or’ i 


money. orders: (payable. to: side oe: A-Kon).: | SEL Nei lie: yoga 
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I Want 2-Day: Tickets ($10 ca.) #2222 you will be dent tickets to. ‘rade for. badges at the he door) 
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Dance eoeezad "Masquerade Gaming ee gel Comes: : Soe SAGE Show. ae Spi 
Dipmpics::: = Helping-Out: interested in. running-a game. teat us info): =s 


DEALER TABLES STILL AVAILABLE: S45 each for the whole-con! TG x 30") __ — se ‘Send ie. 
info & Ame. layout. oer 7 ee. a = 
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Planned Events & Stuph: 


Opening party on the 24th, guest intros, dancing, hors d’ouerves & happy hour all nite! 


| (Kimono My House, Video Rareties, General Products, Lone Star Comics & SF, , Per- 
sonal collections of memorabilia, comics, etc. 


with the guests (all you can cat Italian, plus short program. Meet them in a casual, fun, 
feeding frenzy!) Menu available upon requcst. 

ADANCE (party on the patio!) 

FREEBIES & PRIZES Donated by Gainax, Stargate, & AnimcCon - to name a {ew. 

COSTUME CONTEST (Get on your spiffies & come on down!) 

A-KON KOMIC 2: Scripted by Robert Gibson, led by Steve Krueger - YOU create the rest! 

VID ROOMS: 1 Anime, 1 Speciality Animation, with 16mm. of some REALLY rare stuff! We'll even 
provide you popcorn! Special premiers (Streamiine’s Zillion, Pincsalad’s )P-005, Special Surprises by 
Gainax & (possibly) U.S. Renditions!) 

GAMING SUITE: You asked for one, you got it. Now USE it! It’s here und it’s yours! We STILL need 
people to run games for Battletech, Teenagers from Outer Space, Mekton, Japanimayhem & Cyber- 
punk, to name a few. 

LATE-NITE. FILK: Sing songs, silly & serious, about your favorite anime stars! Led by Filk Ghoddess 
Cat Kingsyrave. 

M_ SPADE YMPICS: Get your team together and challenge some 
of the best spades players around! To be scheduled sometime Friday night to give you yet onc MORE 
thing to do, in case you get bored at the kickoff party (we kinda doubt it, but some people prefer cards to 
partying, so we are providing something for them too! 

ART SHOW: The last one was a hit, this onc should be even bettcr! 

MODEL CONTEST: Expanded this ycar to include ANIME and SCIENCE FICTION categories. 
Bring in your BEST works, we've got a tcam of professional & modelers guild (IPMS) judges this year! 
Sponsored by Don & Terry Magness & Stargate. 

PANELS: Lots! On all kinds of subjects! Subtitling panel, computer animation demo, cel animation 
demo, discussions, etc, etc. 


Registration opens at 9:30 a.m. on Sat., May 25. Don’t miss out! 


Y-WHADDYA’ WAITIN’ 
FOR, AN INVITATION? 
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| COMICS @R.P GAMES & SUPPLIES 
24344 MUIRLANDS, EL TORO, CA 92630 (714) 951-9668 
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THE PIKES PEAK REGION 
ANIMATION FAN CONNECTION 


JOIN US EVERY OTHER MONTH 
N THE 1 SATURDAY FOR 
NA QUALITY} CE. 


WRITE FOR MORE INFO. 
(PLEASE INCLUDE SASE) 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN FANIMATION 
P.O. BOX 16042 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 
80935 
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